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Congress Announcement 
 
 

 
 
International Congress  
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR THE 
CONSERVATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE 
 
Santiago de Compostela, Spain, October 2-5, 
2012 
 
Aim and Topics: 
Organized by the Spanish Network on Science 
and Technology for the Conservation of 
Cultural Heritage (Technoheritage), the 
objective of the congress is to create an 
interdisciplinary forum for discussion on all 
aspects of cultural heritage conservation, 
providing at the same time an up-to-date and 
comprehensive picture of the state-of-the-art 
of investigations. 
 
The ultimate aim is to promote networking 
among European research teams and 
strengthen the foundation of scientific and 
technological research, overcoming the 
barriers of exchanging information on 
coordinated research applied to the protection 
of tangible cultural heritage in Europe.  
 
The participation of researchers and 
professionals from the art-history-
conservation-maintenance-restoration areas 
and the architectural-chemical-physics-
engineering areas will stimulate cooperation 
and integration between otherwise 
heterogeneous fields. 
 
The congress is dedicated to the following 
topics: 

1. Environmental assessment and monitoring 
(pollution, climate change, natural events, 
etc.) of Cultural Heritage; 

2. Agents and mechanisms of deterioration of 
Cultural Heritage (physical, chemical, 
biological), including deterioration of 
modern materials used in Contemporary 
Art and information storage; 

3. Development of new instruments, non 
invasive technologies and innovative 

solutions for analysis, protection and 
conservation of Cultural Heritage; 

4. New products and materials for 
conservation and maintenance of Cultural 
Heritage; 

5. Preservation of industrial and rural heritage 
from the 19th and 20th centuries; 

6. Security technologies, Remote sensing and 
Geographical Information Systems for 
protection and management of Cultural 
Heritage; 

7. Significance and social value of Cultural 
Heritage; 

8. Policies for conservation of Cultural 
Heritage. 

 
Deadline for Abstract submission and 
preliminary inscription: April 30th, 2012 
 
More information: 
http://www.technoheritage.es/actividades.html 
culturalheritage2012@usc.es 
 
 
 

A BRIEF NOTE ON ROCK ART 
 
In the last few years, the microbial 
contamination of show caves and the threat it 
poses to the conservation of Palaeolithic art 
has become a matter of considerable concern. 
In Coalition Nº 10, July 2005, we pointed to 
the microbial crises of Lascaux Cave, France. 
Coalition Nº 18, July 2009, was fully devoted 
to this cave. Recently, the relatively fast 
dissemination of black stains over the cave 
challenged the ingenuity of microbiologists and 
originated a vivid mass media debate. As a 
result of the project “Ecologie microbienne de 
la grotte de Lascaux” funded by the French 
Ministry of Culture and Communication, a 
book was printed in June 2011. This book can 
be accessed at Digital CSIC, in the link: 
http://hdl.handle.net/10261/45124. Later, 
Science published in the section Policy Forum 
an article on Altamira Cave “Paleolithic art in 
peril: Policy and science collide at Altamira 
Cave”. Science 334: 42-43 (2011). Both 
documents reported on the negative effects of 
the visits or inappropriate biocide treatments 
on caves with rock art. It is expected that the 
data contained in these documents will help to 
cave managers and conservators in the always 
difficult tasks of conservation of the 
Palaeolithic art. 
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