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The second annual meeting of the Network of 
Science and Technology for the Conservation of 
Cultural Heritage was organized by the 
University of Santiago de Compostela, with the 
main goal to create an interdisciplinary forum for 
discussion on all aspects of cultural heritage 
conservation, providing at the same time an up-
to-date and comprehensive picture of the state-
of-the-art of investigations. 

Figure 1. Opening address of the Congress 

The congress took place at the Aula Magna of 
the Faculty of Biology from the 2nd to the 5th 
October, 2012, and was attended by some 160 
participants from 10 countries (Austria, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, 
Portugal, Spain, UK, USA). Despite the context of 
the economic crisis in which the European Union, 
and in particular some of the richest countries in 
terms of Cultural Heritage are involved, this 
larger-than-expected attendance of researchers 
and professionals from the art-history-
conservation-maintenance-restoration areas and 
the architectural-chemical-physics-engineering 
areas achieved the ultimate goal to promote 
networking among European research teams and 
strengthen the foundation of scientific and 
technological research.  
 
After the formal opening address by the 
ViceChancellor of Research and Innovation of the 
University of Santiago de Compostela, Francisco 
González García, the Coordinator of the Spanish 
National Research Council (CSIC) in Galicia, 
Eduardo Pardo de Guevara y Valdés, the Vice-
coordinator of CSIC groups of TechnoHeritage, 
Emilio Cano Díaz (CENIM-CSIC, Madrid), on 
behalf of the TechnoHeritage Coordinator 
Cesáreo Sáiz Jiménez, and Massimo Lazzari, on 
behalf of the local Organizing Committee, a total 
of 8 plenary lectures (one per topic), 57 oral 
communications selected among a much larger 
request, and 63 posters (divided in two sessions) 
were presented in the corresponding topics, as 
resumed in Table 1.  

Table 1. Oral communications and poster presentations by topic 

 

Topic Oral Poster 

1. Environmental assessment and monitoring 8 11 
2. Agents and mechanisms of deterioration 11 16 
3. Development of new instruments, non invasive technologies and innovative 
solutions for analysis, protection and conservation 

14 20 

4. New products and materials for conservation, and maintenance 11 10 
5. Preservation of industrial, rural and archaeological heritage 4 1 
6. Security technologies, Tele-survey and Geographical Information Systems for 
protection and management 

2 3 

7. Significance and social value 4 1 
8. Policies for conservation 3 1 
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Figure 2. Book of Abstracts of the communications to the 
congress, edited by M. Lazzari and S. Rochette. 
 
 
More in detail, the excellent plenary lectures 
were given by Peter Brimblecombe, University of 
East Anglia, UK (Environmental assessment and 
monitoring of Cultural Heritage), Cristina 
Sabbioni, ISAC-CNR Bologna, Italy (Agents and 
mechanisms of deterioration of Cultural 
Heritage), Brunetto Giovanni Brunetti, Università 
di Perugia, Italy (Development of new 
instruments and application of non invasive 
technologies and innovative solutions within the 
CHARISMA project), Piero Baglioni, Università di 
Firenze, Italy (New products and materials for 
conservation and maintenance of Cultural 
Heritage), Michael Nevell, University of Salford, 

UK (Preservation of industrial and rural heritage 
from the 19th and 20th centuries), Jay Flaming, 
University of Washington, USA (Challenges of 
GIS for Heritage Management), Cristina Sánchez 
Carretero, INCIPIT-CSIC, Spain (Significance and 
social value of Cultural Heritage), and Antonio 
Roma Valdés, Tribunal Superior de Xustiza de 
Galicia, Spain (International circulation of 
Heritage Goods: a case-study of problems in 
heritage politics and management). 
 
As a general remark, presentations had a very 
good average level, with a special mention for 
the communications presented by some young 
researchers and professionals at the first stages 
of their carriers. Most sessions were 
characterized by interesting discussion and, 
sometime, even by convivial interaction, also due 
to very effective chairmen.  
 
Finally, it is worth remembering that most of the 
communications will be published on May 2013 
in a book by CRC Press (Taylor & Francis Group), 
titled Science and Technology for the 
Conservation of Cultural Heritage. 

 
Also on the basis of this good experience, a 
second international congress will possibly be 
organized in 2014. 
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